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Seafonable Addreſs, Ge. 


GENTLEMEN ſ 


years, perhaps ſomewhat better, 
nce many of you have been, I dare 
fay, not diſagreeably diverted, from the 
quiet and fieactable duties of your reſpec- 
five callings --- from the counter, the plough, 
and other the ordinary inſtruments of in- 
duſtry---to the more immediate ſervice of 
your country, in a very different employ- 
ment ---- as handlers of muſket, ſword 
and bayonet. Some of you have not 
B '» | mew 
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1 
been harneſed more than a year or two z 
long enough however, I am perſuaded, to 
underſtand what you were about to 
have perfected yourſelves in the art-mi- 
litary, and other genteel accompliſhments 
of the profeſſion, - under the able tutors, 
affigned you for that purpoſe ; and, after 
- their example, and by their influence, to 
have fignalized your proweſs, and per- 
formed all that was, by the moſt ſanguine, 
expected from you. Even they, of your 
reſpectable body, who being as yet but 
 tyro's in the army, have rather wanted 
opportunity than zeal, to exert themſelves 
in this, ſo glorious but umſual, warfare z 
ſhall not, by me, be overlooked, or de- 
nied their due ſhare of praiſe; - foraſmuch 
as, to appearance at leaſt, they have been 
neither deaf nor diſobedient to the ſame 
virtuous and commendable calls of ho- 
Nour and public-ſpirit, with the moſt for- 


ward 


among ſome of you, to take on, in the 


1 


wurd and boldeft of their countrymen. 
Like the good houſe-holder, in the Goſpel, 


I intend, in this addreſs, making no Gf. 


tinction between thoſe, who came late into 
the vineyard, and thoſe, who have borne 
the burthen and heat of the day---between 
ſoldiers of many hours, and thoſe, of a 
few only ---- preſuming, it was owing to 
chance, to 2 miſrepreſentation of things, to 


any cauſe, rather than want of loyalty and 


courage, that there was a backwardntfs 


Militia, when the deſign was firft ſtarted. 
I have now the ſatisfaction to hear, by 
the report of your Officers, univerſally, that 
your affefion to the ſervice is encreaſed, 
in the ſame proportion, with the unexpetfed 
fatigues attending it ---- and, that the pe 
of a Militia-man, from the noble Colonel 
quite down to the private Sentinel, inftead 
of being a by-word and proverbial, yea, 
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and, in ſome ſenſe, a term of reproach, 
as formerly, is become, not only reſpect- 
ful, and to be ſubmitted to, fox its dignity, 
but moreover deſireable, for its agreeableneſy 
too. What an honour is it, to our preſent 
all-ſuffcien and darling Miniſter, to have 
brought about, with incomparable addreſs, 

through thorns and briars, ſuch a mar- 
vellous change, in our conſtitution, for 
the better? to have found means, which I - 
account a rare and uncommon felicity, in in 

a Britiſh Stateſman, of eſtabliſhing, in 
ſoſhort a period, what had been, for ages, 


the patriotick with and endeavour, which 


however was almoſt deſpaired of, a Na- 
tional Militia; without incurring the 
diſpleaſure of his Sovereign? of adding to 
the Regulars of the year, at a very large 
expence, twenty or thirty thouſand men 
more than were aſked by the court; with- 
out forfeiting his popularity? of cutting 


18 


in twain, with the penetration, and forex 
fight of an Alexander, the Gordian knot, 
it was beyond his {kill to witwift; and 
thereby dextrouſly parrying a thruſt; made 
at his reputation, ſome. of his beſt friends, 
imagined it ſcarce - poſſible for him to 
eſcape unhurt þy ? Seeing as we. have, 
Gentlemen, this unparalelled event to come 
to paſs ---- and, being, in our own per- 
ſons, witneſſes (for I can no longer conceal 
the pride I have, in being known, for one 
of your body) of thoſe aſtoniſhing, and al- 
moſt ſupernatural benefits, which have 
accrued, to the nation in general, as well 
as to ſeveral particular and private com- 
munities, from this our 'eftabliſkment ; it 
ought to give us no manner of concern, 
what the malevolent and diſcontented 
falſely report, to our diſadvantage that, 
the part we have acted, in the whole af- 
fair, from beginning to end, hath not been 
2 
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= welome, or, ſo much as 2 voluntary 
one that, many not altogether honour- 
able, and ſome very mean contrivances 
were made uſe of, to recommend ſo im- 
Portam a truſt, to our good liking chat, 
nothing leſs than compulfion, could have 
done the feat, at laſt and, in confirma- 
tion of all that is alledged, that, from 
the univerſal diſgyf taken thereat, the 
Price of ſubſtitutes hath riſen, within fe 
months, from one guinea or under, at 
which it was, in moft counties, when the 
Militia began to be imbodied, to ter 
guineas each, or a larger ſum. Meer ca- 
vil this! which it is as wnreaſonable for 
any on? to expect, as improper, on many 
accounts, for xs to trouble ourſelves about, 
a refutation of. For, notwithftanding 
what may, with the firide/t regard to truth 
and juſtice, be urged, to invalidate theſe, 
and other indecent aſſertions, on that head; 

. Envy 
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envy and ill- will muſt be acknowledged, 
things of ſo ſtiff and obſtinate a nature, 
xs. but rarely to give place 10 argument, 
or. admit of conviction. Inftcad then of 
beating che air, and taking upon me a 
taſk of more pain than profit ; my aim, in 
the following pages, ſhall be, to throw a 
new. light on the ſubjeR --- ſuch, as is 
every way ſuitable to the preſent condition 
and. circumſtances of things --- what, it 
will be greatly for your intereft, to have 
_ obſerved --- and which you, and all con- 
cerned, muſt, naturally enough, be well 
pleaſed with the conſideration of. But, 
to be ingenuous --- a regard to poſterity, 
was the principal motive to my penning 
this /erious and ſraſonable Addreſs : For, 
as there is reaſon to hope, the troubles, on 
account of which you were brought to- 
gether, will ſoon have a kappy ending ; 

and 
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Abd this Miisences betwben the French wah 
us, be accommodated, by a firm and 


laſting peace; ſo that you may, every 
one of you, indulge a well-grounded ex- 

pectance, of being, once more, reinſtat- 
ed in your former habitations, and in the 
embraces' of thoſe who have à natural 
or civil dependance on you: nothing, I 
am well aſſured, will read better, in hi- 


ſtory - give a ſtronger ſanction and evi- 


dence, to the uſe and convenĩency of the 
meaſure in general --- and, be a fitter in- 
citement,-in perilous times, to future Mi- 
litia-men, than an authoritative recognition, 


— 


in the face of the world, and unimpeach- 


ed, as 1 have the vanity to believe, chis 
my ſcheme will be; of thoſe perquifites 
and emoluments, which the whole nation 
is as ready to pay, as to acknowledge, the 
juſt reward of ſo tranſcendent a beha- 

viour, 


l 
viour, as that, by which we have, in every 
quarter of the kingdom, diſtinguiſhed our- 


Tnz firſt object of our remarks, and 
that no flight or inconfiderable one, ſhall 
be the appellation, in the front of theſe 
papers, Gentlemen; which, in troth, is fo 
much your due, from the time of your 
commencing, thanks to minifterial in- 
dulgence, Regulars ; it will not be refuſed 
you, by your moſt inveterate maligners --- 
Not a recruiting Serjeant or Corporal 
daring to beat a drum or to ere his hal- 
bert, as I can produce inconteſtible proof 
of, on lower terms and conditions. But, 
alas! red-coats, though ſaluted, on the 
moſt trifling occafions afterwards, as well 
as. invited into the army at firft by this 
moſt captivating .and endearing ſound ; 
know no more what the word, Gentleman, 

| C means, 


. 


means, than they do what is to be un- 
derſtood by the harſh and uncouth names 
of Perſian Derviſe or Turkiſh Fanizary : 

and are as much in the dark, touching 
the privileges annexed- to the one, as we 
may preſume, them to be to thoſe perpe- 
tually claimed by the others. To a perfect 
elucidation of this matter, on the behalf 
of my brethren, I am content to be at 
ſome trouble ; without, however, raſhly 
and inconfiderately giving into the ſtrange 
whims, unaccountable vagaries, and in- 
confiſtent dotages of _ Almanac-makers, 
fanciful enthuſiaſts, and Welſh genealo- 
gifts : having qualified myſelf in a more 
judicious way of proceeding, for the office, 
by conſulting thoſe licenſed and approved 
books of Heraldry I could conveniently come 
at; and making a very diligent ſearch into the 
records of the court of chivalry, long ſince 
grown obſolete, which yet we may hope to 


ſee 
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ſee once more revived : the informations 
of a learned Fellow, or would be Fellow, 
I am uncertain which, of the Antiquarian 
Society, have alſo cleared up ſome doubts, 
with which I have been more ' puzzled 
than I care to fay --- But, with all imagi- 
nable deference to the foregoing authorities, 
the cyſtom and manners of the age, and the 
Practice of the Beau Monde, have been my 
chief card to ſail by, in theſe, ſo little 
navigated ſeas. In reference to which, it 
ſhall ſuffice to declare, once for all; that, 
in order to my poſitions being better re- 
ceived- and more unqueſtionable; as oft as 
any very dubious point is to be [ſettled ; or 
when a decifion, out of the vulgar track, 
and conſequently not level to common ap- 
prehenſion, is inſiſted on; I ſhall not fail 
to produce my vouchers --- and thoſe, of 
fo eftabliſhed a reputation, in all reſpects, 
as, with every impartial judge, to be fub- 
C 2 mitted 
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mitted to, as final. The privileges then 


annexed to gentility, I conceive to be of 
two ſorts --- ſome negative, others poſitive ; 


neither ſo well hithertoattended to, as they 


ought to have been --- and ſome, under 
both predicaments, however well compre- 


hended by adepts, not ſo much as thought 
af, by many of our gentry. That a 


Gentleman, by birth or by eftimation (for 
both are now in a manner confounded to- 
gether) is not confined to ordinary rules --- 
may be a tranſgrefſor of forms --- and is 
not liable to have his honour and honey 


called in queſtion, for peccadille's, will be 
eaſily granted me indeed, all the books 


I have looked into, ſay as much; and no- 
thing is better ſettled among the caſuiſts, 
of both the Romiſn church and ours --- 
that he may get drunk, twice a day, three 
times, if he be a country-gentleman and-a 
fox-hunter ; and that he may ſwear, from 
bar | morn 
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morn to noon and from noon to night 
are points as little controverted. The 
_ variety of judgments, on theſe heads, re- 
lating. only to the nature of the :{iquors, 
and to the expreſfion and manner of word- 
ing the oaths, as to which, there may be 
ſome difficulty; the general rule however 
holds good, that get drunk he may, with 
ſome intoxicating draughts; and ſuear hie 
may, in ſome ſet of words or other, as ſuits 
| his , inclination and propenſity thereto. 
That he is allowed to frequent gambling- 
houſes; | to kill game, before ſun-rifing, 
and tire all the remainder of the day, by 
a thouſand pretty inventions, too well 
known to be here recapitulated, would be 
waſting ink and paper, to go about to 
prove: as many of you, by the help of 
a liberal education, in ſome charity ſchool, 
have been enabled, in my hearing, to 
make your reports of, and properly to 
ani 
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animad vert on, ſuch matters; without fore- 


feeing, how certainly they would become, 
one day, your own concern. But, that a 


gentleman is under no obligation to be a 


good chriſtian — to believe in God, his and 
the world's maker — to be a tender, con- 
ſcientious and affectionate father, huſband 
or brother — to love his country, and to 
poſtpone all private confiderations what- 


ever, to her proſperity and happineſs — 


to ſpare man in his anger, or woman in his 
laſt ; not excepting the wife, daughter, or 
ſiſter, of his deareſt friend, in one caſe 
or thoſe, bound, to him, by the tyes of 
obligation, conſanguinity or alliance, in 


the other — that he is under no neceſſity 


of diſcharging a juſt debt, but, on the con- 
trary, free to throw out at the window 
unread, an honeſt tradeſman's bill, with 
the bearer thereof too, if he dares be more 
than ordinarily importunate for payment— 


in 
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in ſhort, that whatever ſtands within the 


graſp of his inclination, or the reach of 
his purſe, ought to be conſidered as no 
unfit object of his claim, and entirely 
ſabje to his controul ; any law or ſtatute 
of the land, to the contrary notwithſtand- 


ing; are privileges, which ſo few have 
any idea or conception of, I ſhould not 


ſubſcribe to the ſupport, or let myſelf 
. looſe, to the defence of, under a leſs con- 
troverted authority, than that'of the Right 
Hon. the Earl of — and that of the ju- 
dicious and pious Viſcount of — who are, 
in theſe kinds of doubt, our Littleton and 
Coke — men of ſo ſingular a probity, 
ſuch rare. experience, and indefatigable ap- 
plication to buſineſs; and, at the ſame 
time, ſuch towering genius's — that, to 
make any queſtion of their judgments, would 
be, to expoſe a man's own to the hazard 
of being, ever after, low-rated. That 

| theſe 
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theſe things have been ſomewhat differently a 
thought of formerly, I readily own; but, 


as in the courts of law, Preſeription, uſage, 
and practice, are daily experienced to be 


an overmatch, not only for reaſon and : 


equity, but for expreſs fatutes themſelves ; 
ſo, in the in/tance before us, he would be 
reckoned' a very incompetent 'and inſufficient 
judge, of what is or is not allowable and 


| Fitting to be done, who ſhould plead laws, 


civil or religious, moral or divine, in op- 
þofition to, as of equal force with, and as 
ſcrupulouſly to be regarded as, the cyftoms 
of the age we live in, and the manners of 
thoſe well-bred perſons, to whom, it is but 
decent, to give the lead, in all matters of 
conſequence. - Theſe then, gentlemen, - are 
ſure and indefeafible rights, to which, in 
virtue of your having been a-while Mili- 
tia-men, you - are entitled —— which I 
— it my duty, at this juncture, to 

| apprize 
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apprize you of —and which it concerns 
you to take care, no forfeiture thereof be 
incurred, through aſe; or what the 
Lawyers call 9 
That the legiſlature, whoſe es 
you have ſo corageouſly approved yours 
ſelves, will give you 'no interruption, nor 
lay any ſtumbling-block in your way, 1 
durſt almoſt venture to pawn my credit. 
Dare only to be, what you have more than 
a pretence to be; not even the Parſon of 
your parith will preſume to attack you, 
in relation to any of the articles aboye ſpe- 
cified ; or, if he ſhould, you need only 
plead the general iſſue, as in ſimilar caſes, 
and take my word for it, his reverence 
will be nonſuited. I have read, in a very 
reputable author, that our good friends and 
allies the Dutch, from conſiderations mere- 
ly palitical, willingly indulge- their ſailors, 
E D | "IC. 
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At the arrival of an Eaft-India fleet, in 
__ - every kind of exceſs and licentiouſneſs : the 
reaſon of which is, and no bad one to a 
people more intent on getting of money, 
than troubled with religious qualms — that, 
whilſt theſe robuſt and hardy adventurers 
have a ftiver in their pockets, they are not 
to be tempted out to ſea— no ſooner how- 
ever, in conſequence of the indulgencies 
here ſpoken of, doth poverty begin to 
ſtare them in the face, but immediately on 
_ go the trowſers again, and they prepare 
them for another voyage. You are not to 
ſuppoſe, Britons will have leſs regard to 
the reaſonable gratification of thoſe dif- 
tinguiſhed ones among them, who, purely 
by their own merit, are elevated to a pitch 
of greatneſs, far exceeding. that of a Dutch 
ſkipper ; albeit, the pouches of the latter 
may, for a ſeaſon, ſwell with what. the 


Farmer are taught to hold in contempt, to 
their 


| EEE 
their dying day: as the fruits too of ſuck = 
favours, in one caſe, with ſome degree of 
certainty looked for, muſt be allowed of 
infinitely greater moment than thoſe 
propoſed in the other. For may we not 
hope, if the projected rotation continues 
to be approved of, as at preſent, and holds 
its ground for a few years more; the coun- 
tenance thus given to ſuch deſerving mem- 
bers of the community, will have its ef- 
fe, of rendering us, whether we will or 
not, in due time, an entire nation of gen- 
tlemen: when our Hogen Mogen neigh- 
bours muſt ſet down - contented with 
being in the ſeveral dirty capacities of mer- 
chants and manufaQurers, mechanicks and 
followers of the plough-tail; the ſcoff and 
ſeorn of the univerſe! A piece of an ob- 
jection, to what hath been here offered, I 
am well aware, may be ftarted, on the 
ſtrength of a vulgar ſaying, in that part 
D 2 of 
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of the kingdom to which 1 belong, viz.— 
that quality without quantity, is like 
pudding without fat,” —and it is this.; that 
the backs and bellies. 'of gentlemen require 
as much attention, literally ſo, as thoſe 
of inferior people — that the whoreſon 
appetites of eating and drinking, as honeſt 
Jeremy, in the play of © Love for Loy Treg 

 humorouſly enough ſtiles them, will no 
more be gainſayed, contradicted or thwart- 
ed, than the inclinations to the indulgence 
of the more exalted and noble paſſions, ſuch 
as thoſe to whoring, ſwearing, gaming, 
&c. and that, therefore, meat, drink and 
cloaths, are as neceſſary to our being, as 
wenches, oaths, gaming- tables, &c. to 
our well-being. But theſe objectors would 
do well to recollect, that you are ſoldiers 
of ſome ſtanding — in a ſort, veterans: 
and diſciplined with the exact neſi and nicety 
Jou haye been, it is prepoſterous to ima- 


gine, 
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gine, you have not learned, among other 
things, both how to be abaſed and how to 
abound. Though then, by the peculiar lot 
of your having been placed as guards over 
French-priſoners, it hath been your hap- 
pineſs, as is ever, I am told, cuſtomary 
with the keepers of ſtate-priſons, to fatter - 
at the expence of your wards— not only 
to have been daily regaled with exquiſitely- 
nice and palatable diſhes of ſoup-meagre, 
dandelion-broth, and fricaſees of frogs, — 
but, beyond this, to have ſtudied, to a de- 
gree of perfection hardly conceivable, 
under the inſpection of thoſe maſterly pro- 
ficients, the principles of the royal art of 

cookery itſelf — theſe wrdemable truths 
notwithſtanding, I have faith to believe, 
moſt of you continue till ſo low-minded 
and humble, as to retain your former reliſh 
of roaſting- pig, gooſe, turkey, and barn- 
door fowl; and that even a beef ate, for 
| the 
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the fake of variety, may, at certain 
times, go down with you as comfortably as a 
diſh of bubble and ſqueak, with my Lord 
of —, the moſt noted epicure in Chriſten- 
dom. This being the caſe, tis needleſs for 
me to point out, with what facility a gen- 
tleman-ſoldier will preſerve himſelf from 
ſtarving. If he ſhould not do a day's work 
throughout the year — and the. night, we 
are affured, to be that in which no man 
can work — what then? he may yet be 
doing what Falſtaff allows to be as much 
the bu/ineſs of his vocation, as any thing 
elſe. A word to the wiſe. The fame Fal- 
ſtaff, whom I reſpeR, as a better ſoldier; 
and one of a guicker thought, at a pinch, 
than either of the two celebrated Marſhals, 
Turenne or Saxe; gives us, in his inſti- 
tutes, an ingenious and never-failing rule 
to go by, as to cloathing a military corps, 
and that very mntelligibly, in two or three 
| words, 
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beſt of my recollection, for I have not his 
treatiſe at hand to conſult; which, though 
it hath gone through. ſo many editions, 
the gentlemen of the, army have eſteem- 
ed ſo eſſential and neceſſary a part of their 
camp-equipage, the officers I mean; it is 
grown ſcarce and not to be purchaſed, but 


at an excęſſive rate — I am a villain, ſays. 


the fat Knight, if there be more than two 


ſhirts in my whole company; and ene of 


them conſiſts of two napkins ſewed to- 
gether, ſtolen from my Landlady at ; but 


no matter; we ſhall, in our march, find 
linen on every hedge !” Ay, linen you ſay: 


but is that ſufficient ? I can firſt imagine, 
and afterwards forgive, the tartneſs of this 
reply : few, in our way, being to be ſup- 
poſed critically learned, or to have any 
idea of rhetorical figures. I "ſhall make 
myſelf, gentlemen, better underſtood, by 


* informing 


words, ſuch as theſe that follow, to the 
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a informing you, that when little maſter; 
the Captain's hopeful ſon and heir, was 
Breeched; a coat and waiſtcoat were as much 


a part of his new dreſs, as that from 
whence the whole derived its denomination. 
The application and inference are plain and 
obvious, and not to be miſtaken ; ang, I 


truſt, as much within the apprehenſion 
of even à military underſtanding, as, I 


pray to God, the things we are diſcourſ- 


ing of, may be acceſſible, without difficul- 


ty or danger, to the Militia-man's touch; 


and then, a fig for the objection. It will 


not however be thought impertinent in me, 
to note, that it becometh gentlemen of your 
cloth, both for their own ſakes, and for 


the credit of the army, to give ſpecial at- 


tention to the maxims of the Lacedzmonian 
policy. . Acquiſitions, prompted by ſu- 
periority of genius, and made by ingenuity 
and. = of hand, as. long as they con- 

tinued 
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tinued indiſcoverable, were not liable, tis 
true, to miſconſtructions and cenſure, in 
Sparta: but a bungler, when detected, 
met with no mercy. In Britain likewiſe, 
we have a proverb, that © a miſs is as good 
as 24 mile;” and common obſervation 
teacheth us, that. ** to be ſecret, is to be 
ſafe”. — So far, ſo good. But I do not 
think it prudent to abate any thing of the 
requifite caution, in making theſe experi- 
ments, through a raſh and unwarrantable 


confidence in the indulgence and fayour 


of a dozen (perhaps envious and , ſpiteful) 
neighbours, well informed of your dex- 
terity, by vivi-voce evidence, and under 
the direction of a perſon fo ill- devoted to our 
profeſſion, as my Lord Chief Juftice W. 
and ſome others of his brethren. . For the 
ſame prudentia! reaſons (conſcientious ones, 
I ſhould be aſhamed to offer, as entirely 
out of the queſtion) my advice to you is, 

| E to 
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to commit murder, and eren to draw 
blood, as ſeldom as poſſible, and never 
but for ſome very extraordinary end: hav- 

| ing in remembrance, that the right of 
doing either, by authority and law, as ſol- 
diers, and in any other capacity than 
that, above repreſented, of gentlemen — 
ceaſes the moment you are diſcharged 
the ſervice. I have further to add, if the 
worſt comes to the worſt, as the ſaying is; 
there are many, I am informed, among 
you, who have made ſome progreſs in the 
profitable myſtery of knitting ſtockings, 
garters, purſes, and other ingenious nick- * 
nacks, by aſſociating yourſelves with thoſe 
humane and gratefularts-maſters, the French- 
priſoners; who, in return for the chari- 
table contributions, dealt them with ſo 
Free and open a hand, were ready enough, 
it is by all allowed to diſcloſe the ſecret. 
0 Gallia capta ſerum victorem cœpit, et 
artem 
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artem intulit ”—as our learned curate re- 
marked, after taking a full view of thoſe 
nimble-finger'd folk — the addreſs of the 
teachers, and the docity, as I think he call- 
ed it, of the learners. Now knotting and 
knitting being words ſo very like in ſound - 
and ſenſe; and the former in ſuch high 
requeſt with the fair ſex; in ſo much 
that Ladies of very great diſtinction, have 
been known to furniſh out whole apart- 

ments, with the produce of their own 
induftry, ,in this Kind ; it is paſt my ſkill 

to conceive, why the latter ſhould be leſs 

becoming perſons of faſhion who do not 

wear petticoats ; or, why gentlemen ſhould 
bluſh to be diſcovered in the ſame atti- 
tude with, and occupied in the ſame myſ- 
teries as Ladies of figure and fortune. Not 

to inſiſt too, that there is a propriety, in 

this ſo ſuitable an adjuſtment of perſons and 
characters; as thoſe of either ſex, if dif- 
7 E 2 poſed 
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poſed to gallantry, may, by that means, 
come to a more exact knowledge of, and 
a better underſtanding with, cach other, at 


leſs. trouble, and in a much ſhorter ſpace 
of time, than are uſually devoted to ſuch 


elegant and faſhionable purſuits. So that, 
ſhould General Falſtaff's expedient fail us, 


by the craft's lying under ſome diſcourage- 


ment, as is, now and then, the misfortune 
in every branch of ſcience, occaſioned by 
awkward and ill- inſtructed practitioners, un- 
equal to their buſineſs; this other, where- 
in the utile and the dulce may go hand in 


hand, will well enough ſupply the deſi- 


ciency thereof, as a ſuccedaneum, and un- 


till better times, in defiance of the whole 
bench of judges, and that of biſhops into the 


bargain. 


| Tux other article I am to treat of, is far 
more weighty and fignificant, than any thing 
yet 
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yet mentioned: as, not only having a view 
to the particular intereſt of the corps, but 
as comprehending in it, the extenftve good 
of the community. The defign I con- 
feſs to be not entirely or originally my 
own, but borrowed, in part, from two 
ſmall pieces of very diſſimilar characters, ill 
coupled together in this addreſs, and ne- 
ver ſo, I will be poſitive, until zow he- 
ther by me improved or not, I muſt leave 
to the reader to determine, after having 
capacitated him, by a diſcovery of their 
names, to judge. One of theſe was uſhered 
into the world under the ſpecious and well- 
ſounding title of A defence of the ad- 
“ miniſtration, &c.” if I miſtake not, for 
having, it ſeems, introduced ten or twelve 
thouſand German ſoldiers into the king- 
dom, when we were threatened with an 
invaſion, by the inveterate and implacable 
enemies of us, and of our conſtitution, the 


French. 
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French. The author was ſuppoſed to be 
2 perſon of high rank, an excellent pen-man, 
an able maſter of politics, and not leſs ſo of 
every other ſubject he undertakes. So that 
peoples expectation was not a little raiſed, 
on the report of ſo celebrated a champion's 
coming on the age, eſpecially in favour, 
as It was then underſtood, of a meaſure he 
was known to have diſapproved, when it 
was in agitation : but how agreeably were 
we ſurprized and pleaſed, when the per- 
formance was found to take quite another 
turn than was expected, and to contain in 
it, under the moſt delicate irony, the bit- 
tereft ſtrokes of ſatyr, and a maſs of wit 
and humour, rarely equalled, never, I think, 
exceeded. The other tract, to which I 
frankly acknowledge myſelf obliged, is 
of no higher a form than that of an ordi- 
nary Old Baily * Seffions-Paper”---which, 
of a date far back, whoever will be at the 

trouble 
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trouble of turning over, may, not impro- 
bably, be diverted, as I was at the time of 
reading, with an account of the famous, 
or rather infamous, Newgate child-getter, as 
he is there ſtyled ; ſaid, by the chronicler 
of thoſe times, to have been of ſpecial uſe 
to unfortunate wretches of the other ſex, 
who had hopes, after condemnation, of 
having their lives ſpared, by pleading their 
belly. 


About thirty years ago, it is well re- 
membered, a project was ſet on foot, for 
gradually leſſening the national debt, by a 
method which, however þlaufible, met with 
abundance of oppoſition, both within doors 
and without, from a conceived notion, that 
the remedy would be worſe than the dif- 
eaſe. My readers need not be informed, 
that I mean the much-canvaſſed Exciſe-bill, 
as it was called; which, after great de- 

I bates 
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bates thereon, was at length thrown out, in 


the Houſe of Commons: and the faid na- 


tional debt is /ince encreaſed, from about 
fixty millions, where it then ſtood, to nigh 
an hundred: nothing of the ſame kind 
having been attempted, if we except the 
lowering the intereſt of money, by any of 
Str Robert Walpole's ſucceſſors, for fear of 
the contrivers undergoing the like fall with 
. this miniſter, whoſe intere/t viſibly declined, 
after that miſcarriage. It is no leſs noto- 
rious, that until within three or four years 
laſt paſt, the national courage likewiſe was , 
at ſo low an ebb, that many of our be and 
able patriots took it into their heads al- 
moſt to deſpair of the commonwealth. 
Then it was, that the Militia-Scheme, for 
the more ſure revival, and the better ſup- 
port, of that, wherein we had been ſo ma- 
nifeſtly defective, was propoſed, and attend- 
ed with a happier concluſion. Had that 


not 
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not ſucceeded, as it did, beyond moſt mens 
expectations, we had certainly, by this time, 
been bankrupts in reputation. So that I 
muſt beg pardon of the Generals Wolf, 
Amherſt, Townſhend, Murray, &c. of the 
Admirals Hawke, Boſcawen, Watſon, and 
Pocock ; and of the Captains Keppel, 
Harvey, Gardiner, Lockhart, and Tyrrel, 
to whom the ſucceſs of ſo many brave 
actions hath been falſy aſcribed ; for mak- 
ing the public declaration I now do, of 
the world's having been egregiouſly impoſed 
on, to my certain knowledge, when it was 
made to believe ſo advantageouſly of thoſe 
ſuppoſed heroes: as whatever was per- 
formed, either by ſea or land, fince the 
Militia Epoch, as it will be everlaſtingly 
named in the Britith annals, it is no more 
than ju/tice, to attribute entirely to that 
new and improved regulation in the Mili- 
tary, whereby our enemies were ſtruck 
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with a pannic, and our friends, round 
the globe, elated above meaſure. And, 
indeed, ſo univerſal and forcible, even at 
a diftance, was the impreſſion, much to the 
honour of our corps, made; no wonder 
every thing I hed before it : that ſtone- walls 
became, with caſe, affailable---and French 
ſhips of war as weak and indefenſible as 
cock-boats, when attacks were made, by 
Britiſh ſoldiers and failors, upon either. 
Truths ſo greatly redounding to our praiſe, 
which have been publickly aſſerted, and, 
with no ſmall degree of eloquence, main- 
tained, by one of Mr. Alderman ---------'s 
figure and character, in an aug aſſembly, 
where reaſon is never thrown away; ſhould 
not have been here repeated, but that our 
valour, and the effects of it, may be as 
generally known and allowed of, by thoſe 
we have ſaved from deſtruction, as they 
ought, in equity, to be. It is good po- 


x licy, 
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licy, ſays my good Lord Bolingbroke, in 
ſome of his writings, for any conſtitution 
that is /ickly, or upon the decline, to have 
recourſe to thoſe maxims, on which it was 
originally founded. I have already touched 
upon the unfortunate circumſtances this 
kingdom was under, previous to our efta- 
bliſhment---and alſo proved, if I know any 
thing of what proof ſhould conſiſt, that 
all that hath been done to good purpoſe 
ince, was, in effect, our doing. Some hint 
too hath been given, how unkappily the 
nation hath ſuffered, for rejecting that ſa- 
lutary meaſure, the Exciſe-Scheme, pro- 
poſed by a public-ſpirited miniſter, the late 
Sir Robert Walpole----Theſe premiſes con- 
ſidered; my propoſal, without any more 
| preamble, is, that, „As ſoon as, by the 
rotation the Militia-Act enjoins, a compe- 
'tent number of fit and able-bodied men, 
adequate in number to our ſcheme, ſhall be 
F provided, 


15 


provided, every city, town, village, and 
hamlet, throughout the kingdom, may 
have re/ident in it, one or more diſcharged 
'Militia-Men, according to its dimenſions 
and extent, for the ſole uſe and purpoſe of 
propagating, to the good of poſterity, that 
; true Britiſh ſpirit, they have every one of 
them given ſuch undoubted progf of, and 
which the preſent age hath confeſſed- 
ly been ſo much benefited by.“ Nor 
do JI ſee much difficulty in bringing this 
our deſign to bear, provided every one ſets 
His hand to the plough, with that zeal and 
-ardour the importance of the affair re- 
quires. What flood in the way of the 
Exciſe-ſcheme, and was, in truth, an ob- 
jection not preſently to be got over, I take 
to have been an apprehenſion of our civil 
liberties being endangered, at any time, 
by too great a number of revenue-officers ; 
for ſuch are thought no better of, in this 
country, 


E 
country, than as tools of the court, and are 
as much ſuſpeFed, and in as great deteſta- 
tion with us, as ever the Roman tax-gatherers 


were in any of their conquered provinces. 
| Whereas our Militia-Men, though, for 


number, it is true, like to become, in a 


few years, no inconſiderable body and, 
by my intention, acknowledged to be, in a 
qualified ſenſe, even after their diſcharge, 
in the government's ſervice, cannot but 
approve themſelves, from the very nature 
of their inſtitution, true fathers of their 
country ; more emphatically and more ex- 
tenſively ſo, than ever the Roman orator 
did, to whom, by unanimous vote of the 
ſenate, that appellation was ſo deſervedly 
given. And the celebrated writer of the 
Defence, &c.“ whom J never can enough 
commend for his love of his country, his 
rare abilities, and ſeaſonable application of 
them, whenever there is occaſion, muſt yet 

excuſe 
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excuſe me for ſaying, the preſent propo- 
Fl hath much the advantage of his, as in 
ſome other reſpects, fo eſpecially in this, on 
account of which, I preſume, it was re- 
jected ----- that the materials he propoſed 
making uſe of, in the bufineſs, were of fo- 
reign growth; and it could not be expected 
they ſhould do otherwiſe than ink in the 


[noſtrils of every good Engliſhman--where- 


as nothing of that kind can be objected to 
us. My friend, the antiquarian, tells me, 
he hath diſcovered, in old writings, traces 


of a very extraordinary cuſtom, long ſince 


diſcontinued, among us, whereby the pa- 
riſh prieſt, in ſome places, and the Lord of 
the Manor, in others, laid claim to the ft 
night's lodging with the bride, every cou- 
ple that was married. hich of the ſexes 
was moft gratified, and found its account 
thereby, as he, for reaſons beſt known to 


himſelf, did not reveal to me; ſo neither 
will 
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will I preſume to gueſs. It is not, how- 
ever, to be omitted, what he further relates, 
as a ſpecial anecdote, which the enemies of 
Old Oliver, and the revilers of tis admi- 
niſtration, were certainly not apprized of, 
otherwiſe to be ſure we ſhould have read 
it, in thoſe judicious and well- penned hiſto- 
ries, which ſo faithfully and circumflantially 
record the whole and every part of that 
grand uſurper's contract with the Devil. It 
was apprehended to be in view to this very 
claim, which there was a talk, in thoſe truly- 
gallant times, of reviving ; that marriages 
were, by authority of parliament, ordered to 
beno longer celebrated in churches, and by 
men in holy orders, but entruſted to the 
management of juſtices of the peace---To 
which, aſtoniſhed at what I had heard, in 
the /implicity of my heart, I could not but 
reply---that ** admitting what he ſaid to 
be fact, the clergy of our days, as if ſenſible 

| of 
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of the intended affront upon their order, in 
the perſons of their forefathers, were, in 
their turn, as defirous of doing lay-duty, in 
pla ce of unſanctiſied men of fortune; by 
creeping, with all poſſible aſſiduity, into 
the commiſſion of the peace, upon no bet- 
ter a pretenſion thereto, than that of its 
being to them an acceptable employment.“ 


But this by the bye. I myſelf can teſtify, 


that in the village for which I ſerve, as 


— Militia-Man, two irrational creatures, of 


good appearance, and ſubſtantial vi gour, 


are kept (at whoſe charge I could never 


learn) for the uſe of all the pariſhioners, 
leſt the train of ſwine and of black-cattle, 
ſhould degenerate and become of leſs value, 
than of old.---Now it is but copying, in 
its ſpirit, intent, and meaning, the afore- 
faid proviſion for brutal poſterity ; maugre 
all trivial and commonplace ſneers, which 


may be made on the thing itſelf, ---reviving 


my 


14 ] 

my Antiquarian's claim, and transferring it 
from where it was originally, to Militia- 
Men, and the bufineſs is done. Nor is it 
other than a well-boding circumſtance in 
our favour, that one expreſs proviſion of the 
Militia-Act, as it now ſtands, is, a diſcharge 
to be granted to al ſuch as have ſerved a 
ſhorter term than that aſſigned to the ge- 
nerality, upon their claiming it, in virtue of 
their being thirty-five years of age, though 
at the hazard of ſucceſſors, aged forty-nine, 
being draughted in their room. Now, no 
one will believe, a well-diſciplined ſoldier, 
in the prime of life, not infinitely prefera-. 
ble to a raw, ignorant one, nigh approach- 
ing to fifty; which age is univerſally ex- 
cepted. Nor is ſuch a politic fineſſe, as this 
appears to be, in the contriving and pen- 
ning ſo invaluable a ſtatute, to be otherwiſe ' 
accounted for, than by a preſumption the 


legiſlature had ſomething of more conſe- 
G quence, 
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quence, whereon afterwards to employ their 
releaſed Militia-Men ; and, perhaps, the 

very deſign I am now recommending, in 
proſpect. And this reaſoning will further 
appear to be ju/?, if we recollect, what all 
naturaliſts, phyſicians, and midwives, are 
agreed in, that children, begot by their 
fathers, from between the ages of thirty and 
Forty, are, cxteris paribus, incomparably 
more acute, robuſt, and hale, than others. 
Whether my ſuſpicions have any foundation 
or not, time will ſhew. Sure however, I 
am, that notwithſtanding my unalterable 
deyotioh, gentlemen, to your ſervice and 
that of my country, the very apprehenſion 
thereof hath, ſome how or other, checked 
me, in the large ſtrides I was precipitately 
taking, towards a full explanation of ſun- 
dry particulars, this our intended ſcheme 
was to contain, to the amount of more than 
a dozen pages; which I now cannot find in 


my. 
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my heart to make public. For whatever 
liberty, in a free ſtate as ours is, private 
perſons may warrantably aſſume, to make 
propoſitions for the good of the commu- 
nity; I am ſenfible 'tis the prerogative of 
thoſe in authority, and what, generally 
ſpeaking, they are but too jealous and te- 
nacious of, to accommodate ſuch, if in'the 
main not difliked, to their own way of 
thinking, or rather to their prepoſſeſ- 
fions and prejudices, And, to ſpeak my 
mind, I ſhould not be proud of being the 
reputed parent of a miſerably-maimed off- 
ſpring, not naturally ſo, but /o rendered, 
by the caprice or wantonneſs of poſitive 
and ſelf-opiniated nurſes. As far as I have 
already gone, I am bold, and confidently 
promiſe, to ſtand to; but let others anſwer 
for what refinements and improvemen's 
they may be diſpoſed to make. It would, 
however, be inexcuſable in me, to omit cne 
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thing, which, if am rightly informed, was 
indeed inſerted in the fir/t rough draught 
of the Militia-Bill ; but, through the neg- 
ligence, or ſomething worſe, of an under- 
clerk, in a certain office, who is alſo an 
apothecary, and conſequently intereſted in 
the affair, left out of the later copies. It 
is, That Militia-Men, whether officers 
or private centinels, ſhould be obliged to 
lay afide, gradually, all their military geer, 
three months at leaſt before their diſ- 
perſion.”” Even as perſons coming out of 
a fit of ſickneſs, by their doctors; and 
horſes, that have been in ſweats, by their 
grooms, are never permitted to go abroad, 
diveſted of all their reſpective accoutrements, 
at once. For want of which caution, an 
enſign, in the company to which I be- 
longed, had well nigh loſt his valuable life : 


1 fay, valuable, and upon good warrant--for, 


having been originally a taylor, and feryed 
in 


= 


in Elliot's Light-horſe, before he came 
into the Militia, he was doubly ſerviceable, 
both to us and to thoſe priſoners over 
whom he was ſet as a guard. This gen- 
tleman, being of a tender and delicate conſti- 
tution, and but of a ſpare make, ſoon after his 
return home to viſit his relations, contracted 
an indiſpoſition, which ſtuck by him a 
long time, and which he imputed, not un- 
reaſonably, to his having indiſcreetly ven- 
tured out, on a cold raw morning, to the 
neceſſary-houſe, (ſutuated, unfortunately for 
him, at the farther end of a long ſtrip of a 
garden) without thoſe characteriſtic im- 
plements of his profeſſion, to make room 
for which, apron, ſheers, yard, and gooſe, 
had been, in courſe, thrown aſide---ſath, 
ſword, and gorgett ! and only having about 
half an ell of black crape, tyed in a hurry, 
as the buſineſs he went about we may pre- 
{ume was preffing, over his upper garment, 
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on the left arm. This ſingle circumſtance, 
gentlemen, I thought it adviſeable to re- 
mind thoſe in power of, for your ſakes, 
| notwithſtanding my apprehenſion, a few 
| * 2 lines back; otherwiſe I ſhould have ſhut 
= up the whole, as I am now haſtening to do, 
| ſomewhat ſooner, with the following re- 
Fexion : that having immediately in our 
view (for I. look upon myſelf, as now 
ſpeaking to all who bear the name of 
Engliſhmen) a fit opportunity of ſhewing to 
the world our lively ſenſe of national gra- 
titude, by an inftance more affecting, more 
efficacious, and more laſting, than that of 
coſtly monuments to be ereQed in Weſt- 
minſter abbey---and of raiſing, at the ſame 
time, and by the ſame means, the reputation 
of Britiſh valour, to a height, which, with 
the joint aid and encouragement of thoſe 
virtuous ſeminaries, marine-ſocieties, and 
foundling-hoſpitals, it could never yet, but 

in 
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in part, and that not until very lately, arrive - 
at; to ſlight and undervalue, yea, not to 
embrace and cloſe therewith, would be 
giving ſuch an evidence of our fixed and 
determined inſenſibility ---- ſuch proof of 
.national degeneracy, and an entire loſs of 
public ſpirit from among us---and thoſe 
marks of our diſregard of merit, and of our 


indifference and unconcern for poſterity, 


as will ſhock the friends of our country, 
in every part of the world, to be made 
acquainted with ; and which our enemies 
will be in raptures to- publiſh. 


April 1, 1761. 
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an article in the public papers, from Hex- 
am in Northumberland, greatly redound- 


ing to the praiſe of our brethren's mar 


manſhip, which I was fully purpoſed to com- 


ment on, in 4 Poſtſcript-· but our curate, 


who is never without a ſcrap of Latin in his 
mouth, tells me, that trouble may be well. 
ſpared, as the motto which he hath fur- 
niſhed me with, to be affixed to the title- 
page of this Addreſs, will. afluredly a anſwer 
the ſame end. 1 | 


